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Tutoring Adult ESOL Students—Best Practices
Saturday, March 15, 2008, 10:00 am--1:00 pm
Weaver Library, 41 Grove, East Providence

Part I—Working with ESOL Students
Presenter:  Kevin McKay, Literacy Coordinator and ESL Teacher at East Providence Public Library and Rhode Island Family Literacy Initiative (RIFLI).  
Kevin McKay has taught ESL for almost ten years at East Providence, West Warwick and Providence Libraries. Kevin studied education at the secondary level and history at Rhode Island College (RIC).  He graduated RIC in 2004 with a Bachelor of Arts in history.  He attended professional development seminars with various agencies such as; Massachusetts Association of Teachers of Speakers of Other Languages (MATSOL) and System for Adult Basic Education Support (SABES).  Kevin holds Associate degrees from Community College of Rhode Island and Community College of the Air Force. He speaks Spanish and French.  Kevin was born and has lived in Rhode Island for most of his life.  He is married with three children.  

Session Overview: Kevin will talk about RIFLI's ESOL program and about the needs of the ESOL population.  He will be sharing some activities and material for tutors to use with their students. 

  
Part II—ESOL Families
Presenter:  Elizabeth Alexander, K-12 ELL Specialist and ESL Coordinator for Barrington Public Schools ESOL Coordinator, Barrington Public School District

Elizabeth Alexander was born and raised in London, England.  She received her Bachelor of Education from the University of London and her Diploma in Teaching English as a Second Language from the Royal Society of Arts.  Elizabeth taught for thirteen years in London schools, first as a classroom teacher and then as an ESL specialist.  She immigrated to the US in 1988.  Elizabeth currently works for Barrington Public Schools where she teaches ESL and coordinates the district program.  Elizabeth serves as a member of the RI State LEP/ELL Advisory Council.  She is married and has two teenage sons.

Session Overview: Elizabeth Alexander will talk about ESOL families with children in the public school system:  their strengths and their needs. She will offer practical tips for working with ESOL families. 

Part III— Reaching the adult ESOL students

Presenter:  Bubacar Fofana, ESOL Instructor, Progresso Latino

Bubacar Fofana has worked with a couple of adult ESOL education programs in Rhode Island.  Currently, Bubacar teaches at Progreso Latino, a non-profit multicultural organization in Central Falls committed to providing comprehensive and quality services that promote education, economic development, leadership, and social progress for Latinos and other immigrants.   He has also taught Math and Science to students moving from welfare to the work force through Project Opportunity, a joint project of RI Department of Human Services (DHS) and the RI Department of Education (RIDE) which delivers work readiness adult education embedded in the context of work, specific job training, and work experience.  

Session Overview: Bubacar Fofana will talk about maintaining a student-centered approach to working with ESOL students and will share his most successful activities and material for tutors to use with their students. 

 

Part IV— Working with the ESOL High Intermediate and above students  
Presenter:  Dr. Jean Marrapodi, Literacy Volunteer Tutor Trainer in Rhode Island and certified tutor trainer for ProLiteracy America
Dr. Jean Marrapodi is a Literacy Volunteers master trainer.  As a certified tutor trainer for ProLiteracy at the national level, she also trains other LV tutor trainers in Rhode Island.  Jean obtained her PhD in Adult Education at Capella University, where she focused on Adult Literacy. She is a Certified Professional in Learning and Performance (CPLP), the highest credential offered by the American Society for Training and Development. She is one of the founders and the Executive Director of the PAG Learning Center, a literacy program for children and adults, and she tutors a group of Liberian refugees who came to the United States with no literacy skills at all. She currently is the Enterprise Training and Sales Operations Manager at Mimeo.com and lives in Providence with her husband and two cats, Faith and Charity. The Marrapodis have two grown children and four grandchildren.

Session Overview: Dr. Jean Marrapodi will talk about working with ESOL High Intermediate and above students.  She will be sharing lots of wonderful ideas and resources for working with this population. 
